Namibia
18 September - 04 October 2020

Join Us

Join us on an incredible 17 day, self drive, camping
adventure through one of the world's most fascinating
countries and discover the stark beauty of ancient
deserts and the thrill of Africa's large animals up close.
On this incredible exploration of Namibia, you will discover some
of the very best this region has to oﬀer including breathtakingly
wide open spaces, spectacular geological formations as well as
some of the sub-continents finest game viewing in very open
conditions. We will visit community conservation areas where wild
animals and native people live in harmony. We will have
sundowners with some of Africa’s most incredible vistas as our
backdrop and we will spend hour’s game viewing in wide-open
spaces. You will come away with a new appreciation for deserts
after this experience.
Drive yourselves in the fully equipped 4x4's and discover wild
and wonderful places you will never forget.
Our team has taken care of all the logistics of planning the route
and booking the best campsites and hotels and will ensure you
have fun in a safe and well controlled environment.
The fully supported 3000km journey starts in Windhoek, the
Capital of Namibia, and ends in Maun, in the neighbouring
Botswana, which is an ideal hub for homeward flights or add on
safaris.

A Fundraising Expedition
The motive for this tour is to raise much needed
funds for conservation projects in Namibia
identified and supported by the Game Rangers
Association Of Africa.
As with all Dtours expeditions, 100% of your
donation goes towards the cause, in this case the
GRAA.
The 2018 Dtours Namibia expedition funded new
K9
Kennels and accommodation, which were
desperately needed for the MET (Ministry of
Environment and Tourism) K9 Unit for deployment
in and around the Etosha National Park.
Details of the projects to be supported in 2020
will be given at a later date.
www.gameranger.org

Namibia
Namibia captivates you from the moment you arrive in this wild and
mysterious country. And at almost 4 times the size of the United
Kingdom, Namibia is an overland travellers delight.
From iconic geological formations to the highest sand dunes and the
worlds oldest desert to Africa's large game, Namibia oﬀers the
traveller an exciting sensory overload.
Solitude and wilderness abound and our journey takes you to
several of the highlights of this ancient desert country.
Starting in Windhoek, we travel south and then west to the Namib
Naukluft National Park and the Sossusvlei area in particular.
From the dunes of Sossusvlei we travel to the coastal town of
Swakopmund for 2 nights to restock, refuel and enjoy German
hospitality before heading back inland to spend several nights in the
Kunene region. Northwards again and into the world renowned
Etosha National Park. Etosha is famed for its vast expanses and
herds of animals congregating at the many waterholes on the edge
of the salt pan.
From Etosha we head north-east to the Kavango region or as it was
famously known - the Caprivi Strip. From here our last leg takes us
over the border and into Botswana. Skirting the western fringe of the
Okavango Delta, to end our journey in Maun.

The Journey in brief
End

Start

DAY

DATE

WHERE

ACCOMMODATION

NIGHTS

ACTIVITIES

1&2

18 & 19 Sept.

Windhoek

Arebusch Lodge

2

Arrival, collect 4x4’s, Dinner at Joes
Beer House, and stocking up

3, 4 & 5

20-22 Sept

Sossusvlei

Sesriem campsite

3

Red dunes, deadvlei, ballooning.

6&7

23 & 24 Sept

Swakopmund

The Strand Hotel

2

German pubs, cafes, dune quad
biking, ocean activities, desert tours

8

25 Sept

Spitzkoppe

Spitzkoppe campsite

1

Damaraland

9 & 10

26 & 27 Sept

Twyfelfontein

Mowani Campsite

2

Damaraland

11 & 12

28 & 29 Sept

Etosha

Halali Campsite

2

Self Game drives and spot lit
waterholes.

13

30 Sept

Etosha

Namutoni Campsite

1

Self Game drives and spot lit
waterholes.

14 & 15

01 & 02 Oct

Kavango

Ngepi Campsite

2

Boat cruise. Mokoros, Chill

16

03 Oct

Maun

Crocodile Camp

1

Final night, dinner together

Vehicles
The vehicles we use are Toyota Hilux Double cab 4x4’s. They
comfortably seat 4 adults and are fully kitted out for camping
including 2 side by side roof top tents, complete with bedding and
towels. A basic camp kitchen, gas cooker, 40L fridge, chairs and table
and water tank ensure you have everything you need. Each vehicle
also has recovery equipment.
The group is also accompanied by a guide in a similarly equipped
vehicle who will be in radio contact with the group whilst in convoy,
and also carries a satellite phone, first aid kit and recovery
equipment.
You literally just need to pack your (soft) bag, bring your adventurous
spirit, get on a plane and arrive in Namibia! Everything else is sorted!

Tracks in the dry Ugab River

Accommodation and Catering
This is largely a camping safari, however the first two nights and the
last will be in hotels as well as 2 nights in Swakopmund - a coastal
town that can get rather windy! Other than this, campsites have been
chosen for their location, quirkiness or wildness factor! All campsites
have standard ablution facilities with hot and cold water and flushing
toilets, some remote sites may have “long drop” toilets and showers
with donkey boilers (wood fired boiler).
The vehicles are kitted for self catering and most of your meals will be
“over the coals” or on gas, but certain meals are provided and there
are also restaurants available at some of the venues we use. The
route has been carefully planned so that we have several restocking
points along the way to enable you to manage catering accordingly.
Advice on what to shop for and how to go about your catering will be
provided.

Cost

Travel Lodge, Windhoek.
● Dinner and Welcome at the infamous JOE’S BEERHOUSE in Windhoek.
● All camping fees and accommodation costs as per the itinerary.
● 5 nights in Hotel/Lodge accommodation - First 2 nights, last night and 2 nights in
Swakopmund.
● Dinner and breakfast for the first two nights and last night.
● Touring essentials including map and guidebook
● Experienced guide and crew
● 2 way radio hire.
● Medical evacuation insurance
● Lots of fun

US$3300 per person based on 4 per vehicle.
US$4400 per person based on 2 per vehicle.

(The cost INCLUDES the donation of US$500 per person.)
Includes:
● 16 day Hire of a Toyota Hilux 4x4 Double cab - self contained with 2x roof-top
tents.
● All vehicle hire extras including : Collection in Windhoek, drop off in Maun.
Cleaning and contract fees, Sunday/Public Holiday surcharge (on drop off date),
fee for one extra driver, Zero excess insurance cover.
● Transfers from Windhoek Hosea Kutako International Airport to Arebbusch
Travel Lodge, Windhoek.
● Dinner and Welcome at the infamous JOE’S BEERHOUSE in Windhoek.
● All camping fees and accommodation costs as per the itinerary.
● 5 nights in Hotel/Lodge accommodation - First 2 nights, last night and 2 nights in
Swakopmund.
● Dinner and breakfast for the first two nights and last night.
● Touring essentials including map and guidebook
● Experienced guide and crew
● 2 way radio hire.
● Medical evacuation insurance
● Lots of fun

Excludes:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

All international and regional flights
Visas and vaccinations
Fuel
Cross border fees
Food and drinks - besides meals provided (a comprehensive list of meal
requirements will be given at the start of the tour.)
All national park entrance fees - details to be provided closer to the time
Cross border fees into Botswana
Any extra activities eg: hot air ballooning, game drives etc.
Laundry, gratuities and any other costs of a personal nature
Upgraded accommodation ( a list of details of such and availability will be sent out
in due course)

Deposit of US$1000 per person or US$4000 per vehicle secures your reservation for the tour.
Excludes:
●
●
●
●
●

All international and regional flights
Visas and vaccinations
Fuel
Cross border fees
Food and drinks - besides meals provided (a comprehensive list of meal
requirements will be given at the start of the tour.)

DAY 1 & 2 : Windhoek

Itinerary

DAY 3, 4 & 5 : Sossusvlei

18 & 19 September 2020

20, 21 & 22 September 2020

Possibly through brilliant Germanic planning, the Capital city of
Windhoek is almost right at the epicentre of Namibia, making it an
ideal place to start a Namibian Adventure.
Several German style buildings bear a lasting reminder of Namibia's
early colonial history and there is a distinct European cafe culture with
many places to eat and drink. Speaking of drink - Windhoek is also
home to the very German, Namibian Breweries who's beer, Windhoek
Lager, amongst others, is enjoyed throughout the subcontinent.

Often referred to as the highest sand dunes in the world, the red
dunes of Sossusvlei are one of the most spectacular sights in
Namibia. They are located in the Namib Naukluft Park which is said to
be the largest conservation area in Africa. The colours are strong and
vibrant around sunrise and sunset and allow for phenomenal
photographic opportunities.
Although the whole area is known as Sossusvlei, the sand dunes of
Sossusvlei and Deadpan are located about 60 km from our campsite.
The drive is well worth it, particularly if you head out at sunrise.
Take the opportunity to climb "Big Daddy" and from the height of
325m, look down onto Deadvlei. Take lots of water and enjoy a beer
when you get back.

There are also a few well sized malls, with plenty of supermarkets,
bottle stores, outdoor shops and restaurants. You will have ample
time to stock up on provisions for the start of the journey.

Hot Air Ballooning at Sossusvlei

DAY 6 & 7 : Swakopmund

Itinerary

DAY 8 : Spitzkoppe

23 & 24 September 2020

25 September 2020

Swakopmund is Namibia's most popular coastal town, known for its
German influence and Bavarian architecture, its proximity to the
dunes of the Namib and its cool misty climate. A walk around the
quaint town is a must and there are several supermarkets and deli's at
which to restock.
There are many restaurants and dinner out in town is a good option. It
can get quite cold and misty in Swakopmund - be prepared.

If you are a star-gazer - this is Eden.
The highest granite peak of Spitzkoppe rises from the desert to about
1784m above sea level. The peaks stand out dramatically from the
surrounding plains. The remarkable geological formations will be our
backdrop for sundowners you won't forget in a hurry.

We will have a full day here and Swakop is a great base from which to
explore the nearby dunes. This can be done on quad bikes and for
those more into the smaller details of the desert a living desert tour
can be arranged. Ocean based activities are also on oﬀer out of
Swakopmund.

Cold beers in the dry Ugab River bed

DAY 9 & 10 : Twyfelfontein
26 & 27 September 2020
In this region, wildlife and people coexist. These areas are called community
conservation areas. The drive between Spitzkoppe and Mowani Mountain campsite is
nothing short of spectacular.
With 2 nights at Mowani, en route to the north and Etosha National Park, this is the
ideal place to relax and enjoy the huge open spaces and also an opportunity to see
some of the desert adapted wildlife of the region . Not much can beat an ice cold beer
under the granite boulders at Mowani.

DAY 11, 12 & 13 : Etosha National Park

Itinerary

28, 29 & 30 September 2020
Almost certainly a highlight for most people, is the visit to Etosha
National Park. Famed for the dry expansive salt pan, which can be
seen from space, this park truly is a wildlife haven. With several easy
to navigate roads all following the edge of the pan, game viewing is
spectacular. With large herds of zebra, wildebeest, elephant and
many species of antelope and giraﬀe, morning and afternoon drives
are an adventure.
Lion, leopard, cheetah and black rhino are less common, but often
seen.
Halali camp is set quite centrally in Etosha and allows access to both
the east and western sides of the pan.
A visit to Halali’s waterhole after dark does not disappoint with rhino
often coming down to drink along with many other nocturnal species.
Sometimes patience rewards the viewer with the special species and
lion and leopard have been seen at this waterhole. We will spend 2
nights at Halali Camp and one at the more eastern, Namutoni Camp.

Itinerary
DAY 14 & 15 : Kavango Region
01 & 02 October 2020
From the dry expanse of Etosha, we head
into the Kavango region which is quite
diﬀerent from what we have experienced
in the greater part of Namibia.
The Kavango river which flows from
Angola brings live giving water and
minerals to the Okavango Delta. We will
spend two nights camping on the banks of
the Kavango River. You will have the option
to take part in mokoro (dugout canoe)
rides, sunset boat cruises or just relax in
camp. Birdlife is amazing and there are
also several game reserves in the region
for day trips.
Ngepi camp is an all time favourite and an
oasis of note. The less said about this
camp the better - rather wait and see.
Top tip - be sure to visit as many of the
quirky bathrooms and toilets as possible!

DAY 16 : Maun
03 October 2020
The last leg of the journey skirts the western fringe of
the Okavango Delta and takes us to Maun, a bustling
safari town, which is the gateway to the Okavango
Delta. Our camp for the night is in a beautiful spot on
the banks of the Thamalakane River.
Although we won't be spending any time in the
Okavango Delta itself, Maun is perfectly situated for
any onward travel into the delta.

Itinerary

DAY 17 : Maun - Safari Ends.
04 October 2020
Sadly our journey comes to an end today. Vehicles can
be dropped oﬀ at Maun Airport. You can connect to
Johannesburg from Maun for homeward flights, or if
you have an add on safari into the Okavango Delta,
your light aircraft will depart from Maun.

Reservations:
This safari is limited to a maximum of 40
people.
To reserve your teams place on the tour,
please email us and we will send a
booking form and payment details.
Bookings only confirmed on receipt of
deposit.

For reservations email : peter@tanglewood.org.nz

Add on Safaris

Southern Africa is incredibly diverse, and with Botswana at the centre of several
amazingly wild countries, at the end of the Dtours trip, you are well situated to reach any
number of destinations from Maun. Not least of which is the Okavango Delta.
So if you fancy spoiling yourselves with a dash of luxury and some of the best game
viewing you will ever experience, then contact EXPLORATIONS Safari company to tailor a
privately guided or unaccompanied safari to suit your desires.
Contact : stewart@explorations.co.za

Pictured here : Little Vumbura Camp, Okavango Delta.

