South Africa &
Zimbabwe
24 July - 09 August 2020

Join Us

Join us on an incredible 17 day, self drive, camping
adventure through some of the wildest areas of
Zimbabwe.
On this incredible Zimbabwean adventure, you will discover some
of the very best this region has to oﬀer including camping in
some of the wildest game reserves, spectacular geological
formations as well as some of the finest game viewing in
Southern Africa. We will also take part in community conservation
projects in the Chimanimani mountain region of Zimbabwe and
see first hand the work that this fund raising trip will be
supporting.
Drive yourselves in the fully equipped 4x4's and discover wild
and wonderful places you will never forget.
Our team has taken care of all the logistics of planning the route
and booking the best campsites and hotels and will ensure you
have fun in a safe and well controlled environment.
The fully supported 2000km journey starts in Nelspruit, the
gateway to Kruger, and ends at Mana Pools, in the neighbouring
Zimbabwe.

The motive for this tour is to raise much needed
funds for conservation projects in Zimbabwe. The
funds raised will be given to two organisations The Game Rangers Association Of Africa and The
Chimanimani Tourist Association, under the
leadership of Jane High.
As with all Dtours expeditions, 100% of your
donation goes towards the cause.
A recce trip in August 2019 will determine the
nature of the projects that will be supported and
further information on these will be provided
closer to the time of the tour in 2020.

A Fundraising Expedition

Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe is a fascinatingly complex, yet thoroughly beautiful country.
Once known as the “breadbasket” of Africa, Zimbabwe has had a
tumultuous past. This colourful nation is resilient and one thing that has
always remained is Zimbabwe's ability to draw you in to her wild and
ancient beauty.
This overland adventure begins several hundred kilometers South of
Zimbabwe, in Nelspruit - the gateway to the world-famous Kruger National
Park. We will journey through the entire length of Kruger from South to
North to enable us to exit the Park into Mozambique for a short trail which
in turn enables us to enter the wild Southern end of Gonarezhou National
Park. Visited by few, this truly is a wild experience. With little to no facilities
we will take everything we need with us, including bucket shower with
water sourced from nearby rivers.
From Gonarezhou we head to the Eastern Highlands and the Chimanimani
Mountains where we will meet Jane High, a conservation leader in this
area. She will introduce us to the projects she has been working on and
there will also be a chance to explore the surrounding mountains
Leaving Chimanimani and passing through Harare to stock up, we will
overnight out of town before heading for our final destination on this trip
and a highlight for some - Mana Pools National Park. Certainly the Eden of
Africa, there is no shortage of large animals to be found here with many
species spending the last few months of the dry season feeding on the
pods of the winterthorn trees. Camping doesn’t get much better than this
and we are on the banks of the Zambezi River for 4 nights.

The Journey in brief
End - Mana
Pools

Start Nelspruit
DAY

DATE

WHERE

ACCOMMODATION

NIGHTS

ACTIVITIES

1&2

24 & 25 July

Nelspruit

Zebrina Guest House

2

Arrival, collect 4x4’s, Dinner and
stocking up

3, 4 & 5

26 - 28 July

Kruger Park

Camping

3

Self drive game viewing

6, 7 & 8

29,30 & 31 July

Gonarezhou

Camping

3

Self drive game viewing

9,10 & 11 1,2 & 3 August

Chimanimani

Various guesthouses

3

Community projects etc

12

4 August

Mazvikadei

Camping

1

Marina at lakeside

13- 16

5-8 August

Mana Pools

Camping

4

Self Game drives and camping on
the Zambezi river banks.

17

9 August

Harare

Depart

* This itinerary is subject to moderate changes based on a recce trip in August 2019.

Vehicles
The vehicles we use are Toyota Hilux Double cab 4x4’s. They
comfortably seat 4 adults and are fully kitted out for camping
including 2 side by side roof top tents, complete with bedding and
towels. A basic camp kitchen, gas cooker, 40L fridge, chairs and table
and water tank ensure you have everything you need. Each vehicle
also has recovery equipment.
The group is also accompanied by a guide in a similarly equipped
vehicle who will be in radio contact with the group whilst in convoy,
and also carries a satellite phone, first aid kit and recovery
equipment.
You literally just need to pack your bag, bring your adventurous spirit,
get on a plane and arrive in Africa! Everything else is sorted!

Gonarezhou National Park.

Accommodation and Catering
This is largely a camping safari, however the first two nights will be in
a guesthouse/hotel as well as 3 nights in chalet accommodation in
Chimanimani. Other than this, campsites have been chosen for their
location or pure wildness factor! All campsites have standard ablution
facilities with hot (most of the time) and cold water and flushing toilets,
some remote sites may have “long drop” toilets and bucket showers.
The vehicles are kitted for self catering and most of your meals will be
“over the coals” or on gas, but certain meals are provided and there
are also restaurants available at a limited number of the campsites we
use. The route has been carefully planned so that we have several
restocking points along the way to enable you to manage catering
accordingly. Advice on what to shop for and how to go about your
catering will be provided.

Cost

tents.
● All vehicle hire extras including : Collection in Nelspruit, drop off in Harare.
Cleaning and contract fees, Sunday/Public Holiday surcharge (on drop off date),
fee for one extra driver, Zero excess insurance cover.
● Transfers from Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport to Nelspruit.
● Dinner on the first and second nights.
● All camping fees and accommodation costs as per the itinerary.
● 5 nights in Hotel/Chalet accommodation - First 2 nights and 2 nights in
Chimanimani.
● Breakfast for the first two mornings.
● Touring essentials including map and guidebook
● Experienced guide and crew
● 2 way radio hire.
● Medical evacuation insurance
● Lots of fun

US$3750 per person based on 4 per vehicle.
US$4225 per person based on 3 per vehicle.
US$5170 per person based on 2 per vehicle.

(The cost INCLUDES the donation of US$500 per person.)
Includes:
● $500 donation per person to supported cause.
● 16 day Hire of a Toyota Hilux 4x4 Double cab - self contained with 2x roof-top
tents.
● All vehicle hire extras including : Collection in Nelspruit, drop off in Harare.
Cleaning and contract fees, Sunday/Public Holiday surcharge (on drop off date),
fee for one extra driver, Zero excess insurance cover.
● Transfers from Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport to Nelspruit.
● Dinner on the first and second nights.
● All camping fees and accommodation costs as per the itinerary.
● 5 nights in Hotel/Chalet accommodation - First 2 nights and 3
2 nights in
Chimanimani.
● Breakfast for the first two mornings.
● Touring essentials including map and guidebook
● Experienced guide and crew
● 2 way radio hire.
● Medical evacuation insurance
● Lots of fun

Excludes:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

All international and regional flights
Visas and vaccinations
Fuel
Cross border fees
Food and drinks - besides meals provided (a comprehensive list of meal
requirements will be given at the start of the tour.)
All national park entrance fees - details to be provided closer to the time
Cross border fees into Zimbabwe
Any extra activities eg: game drives etc.
Laundry, gratuities and any other costs of a personal nature
Upgraded accommodation ( a list of details of such and availability will be sent out
in due course)

Deposit of US$1000 per person or US$4000 per vehicle secures your reservation for the tour.
Excludes:
All international and regional flights
Visas and vaccinations
Fuel
Cross border fees
Food and drinks - besides meals provided (a comprehensive list of meal
requirements will be given at the start of the tour.)
● All national park entrance fees - details to be provided closer to the time
●
●
●
●
●

DAY 1 & 2 : Nelspruit

Itinerary

DAY 3, 4 & 5 : Kruger National Park

24 & 25 July 2020

26, 27 & 28 July 2020

Nelspruit is in the heart of the South African Lowveld and perfectly
situated at the Southern end of the great Kruger National Park - the
ideal starting point for this safari.

The Kruger National Park is world renowned and rightly so. The game
viewing in this park is simply outstanding, and being in the middle of
the dry season, you should see plenty. Elephants are congregating
around water and if you are lucky - you may see any number of the
resident predators - lion, cheetah, leopard and even wild dog.

We have 2 nights in Nelspruit, which gives you enough time to get
some good sleep and acclimatise after a long flight.
You will be collected from the KMIA (Kruger Mpumalanga International
Airport) and transferred to your guesthouse - your base whilst in
Nelspruit.
Vehicles will be collected the following morning and you will then
have the rest of the day to stock up for the adventure.

The roads are good and very clearly marked, making it an easy place
to navigate and a perfect starting point for the safari. The campsites
are fenced oﬀ and, again, this will give you the opportunity to get into
camping mode whilst in a safe environment.
We will be transiting the park and so will stay in 3 diﬀerent campsites
for one night each.

Kruger National Park Leopard

Itinerary

DAY 6, 7 & 8 : Gonarezhou National Park, Zim.
29, 30 & 31 July 2020

We will exit the kruger Park via Pafuri border post into Mozambique, we will need to cross the dry Limpopo River at this point - your first real
opportunity to use the 4x4! We will travel for about 60km along the Zimbabwean border before entering Zimbabwe at one of the country's smallest
border posts.
Gonarezhou is possibly the wildest game reserve in Zimbabwe. The reserve was poached quite significantly in the 80's but has made a remarkable
comeback. There are many elephants, plenty lions and a healthy wild dog population. You will find the animals a little less used to humans as in Kruger,
but this takes nothing away from the wild experience. Camping is basic with only long drop toilets and we will bring in our own bucket showers and
use river water. Hard to beat!

Campfire delight

DAY 9, 10 & 11 : Chimanimani
01, 02 & 03 August 2020
Located in the picturesque Eastern Highlands of Zimbabwe,
bordering Mozambique is Chimanimani. This hidden gem of Zim
is a highlight of our trip, as this is the area where part of our
fundraising is to be used.
The Chimanimani National Park oﬀers outstanding hiking and
birding amongst beautiful waterfalls, rolling hills and high peaks.
The quartzite ranges are accessible within about an hour of the
village where gentle walks as well as adventurous hikes are on
oﬀer.
Fuel and basic provisions are also available here.

DAY 12 : Mazvikadei
04 August 2020
Today we leave Chimanimani and head
North West in the direction of Mana
Pools, but we will break the journey with
an overnight stay at a lakeside campsite
at Mazvikadei, North West of the Capital,
Harare.
Passing through Harare, you will have the
opportunity to refuel and stock up on
provisions before heading into Mana
Pools.

Itinerary

Itinerary
DAY 13 - 16 : Mana Pools
05 - 08 August 2020
Very little can prepare you for a visit to Mana Pools National Park. The
game viewing is simply phenomenal and the setting of the campsites
on the banks of the Zambezi River is priceless. The sheer numbers of
large animals will rock you!
Elephants congregate here in the dry season to feast on the Winter
Thorn pods - don't be surprised to share your campsite with them!
Predators are also in abundance and with a bit of luck, are not too
diﬃcult to find.
Perched right on the edge of the Zambezi, the campsites aﬀord
spectacular views of this iconic river. Wake up to the sound of grunting
hippos as the sun rises over the floodplain of the Zambezi.

Itinerary
DAY 17 : Harare - Safari Ends.
09 August 2020
Sadly our journey comes to an end today. We drive back to Harare where the vehicles can be
dropped oﬀ. You have the option of flying out of Harare on an early evening flight, or you can
spend the night in Harare for onward travel the following day. For those who would like to add on
to this safari, travel plans can be made from this point.

Add on Safaris
Southern Africa is incredibly diverse, and
with Zimbabwe being adjacent to several
amazingly wild countries, at the end of
the Dtours trip, you are well situated to
easily reach any number of destinations.
Not least of which is the Okavango Delta.
If you've not yet experienced this Jewel
of Africa, then this is a great opportunity
to do so.
So if you fancy spoiling yourselves with a
dash of luxury and some incredible game
viewing, then contact EXPLORATIONS
safari company to tailor a privately
guided or unaccompanied safari to suit
your desires.
Victoria Falls, Lower Zambezi and even
Namibia are also all within reach for
additional safaris.
Contact : stewart@explorations.co.za
www.explorations.co.za

Elephant Bull, Okavango Delta.

Special Add on Safari
GORILLA TREKKING
After the Zimbabwe Dtours trip, Peter
Eastwood will be taking a small group to
The Democratic Republic of Congo to
visit one of the last remaining groups of
Eastern Lowland Gorillas in the KahuziBiega National Park.
This Gorilla and Chimpanzee trekking
safari is limited to 6 particpants so
contact Peter now to reserve your place.
Contact : peter@tanglewood.org.nz

Gorilla trekking, Democratic Republic of Congo

Reservations:
This safari is limited to a maximum of 20
people.
To reserve your teams place on the tour,
please email us and we will send a
booking form and payment details.
Bookings only confirmed on receipt of
deposit.

For reservations email : peter@tanglewood.org.nz

